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Who is Palliser Regional Municipal 
Services (PRMS)?

PRMS was formed when the Province disbanded 
Regional Planning Commissions in the mid-
1990’s. 

PRMS is a not-for-profit company owned by its 
member municipalities, who are the 
shareholders. 

PRMS provides planning, subdivision, mapping 
and safety codes (i.e. building code) services to 
its member municipalities. 

PRMS has been providing these services to the 
Village of Carbon over many years. 

PRMS member municipalities are shown here. 



What is a Municipal Development Plan?

A Municipal Development Plan guides the long-term growth of a municipality. It establishes a framework for the 
Village of Carbon to integrate its community vision into its planning and decision-making. It sets standards for the 
evaluation of all development proposals to ensure longevity, stability and progress.

Why does the Village need a Municipal Development Plan?

Provincial legislation requires every municipality in Alberta to have a Municipal Development Plan.

Municipal Government Act and Regulation

Village of Carbon and Kneehill County 

Intermunicipal Development Plan

Municipal Development Plan

Area Redevelopment PlanArea Structure Plan

Conceptual Scheme/Plan

Land Use Bylaw

Provincial
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(Statutory plans)
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Council Policies and Guidelines

Building and other 
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Applications

Safety Codes Act

Subdivision Development Permit

Land Use Policies / Alberta Land Stewardship Act
What is an IDP, MDP and 
LUB?

The Municipal Development Plan fits 
within a hierarchy of plans. 

It must align with the direction and 
policy statements in the Intermunicipal 
Development Plan with Kneehill County, 
while guiding lower-level plans and 
bylaws. 

The Land Use Bylaw is the tool used to 
implement these higher-level directions 
in decisions that are made on a day-to-
day basis. 

The Village of Carbon Land Use Bylaw 
will also be updated later this year.



What is the process for preparing a new Municipal Development Plan?

A major update to a Municipal Development Plan can take up to a year to complete. It requires research, 
meetings and discussions, a lot of writing, getting input from the Carbon community, more revisions, and finally –
the Council approval process.

May - Sept 
2022

Background 
Research

• Existing MDP

• Key issues

• Existing context

Sept - Dec 
2022

Draft Bylaw

• Prepare initial 
draft

• Prepare initial 
map

Jan 2023

Detailed 
Review

• Meetings with 
Town staff

• Detailed internal 
discussions

• Revisions

March 2023

Public 
Engagement

• Open house

• Prepare a “what 
we heard report”

March 2023

Revisions

• Revise draft

• Confirm revisions 
with Town staff

April 2023

Council 
Approval

• First reading

• Public hearing

• Second Reading

• Third Reading

How can I provide input? 

You can provide verbal or written comments to PRMS staff at the open house or via email until March 31st, 2023. 
All feedback will be included in a “What we Heard” report and considered for making further changes to the Draft 
Municipal Development Plan prior to the Council approval process.  You can also attend the Public Hearing and 
provide your comments directly to Carbon Council. 

What role does Village of Carbon Council play?

Council must give three readings to a bylaw before it is passed, and in the case of a Municipal Development Plan, 
a Public Hearing must be held before second reading is given. Council can make changes to the bylaw at any of 
the three readings.  



Why is a new Municipal Development Plan being prepared?

A Municipal Development Plan is a living document. It is typically updated every 10 years to remain current with 
community changes, needs and desires. 

The Village of Carbon’s current Municipal Development Plan Bylaw 2002-734 was adopted in 2002. 

When will the new Municipal Development Plan take effect?

When the Bylaw receives three readings and is adopted by Council, it will come into effect at third reading.

What is the anticipated growth in Carbon?

Carbon has grown at a pace of less than 1% per year, and there are some vacant residential lots for development. 
The MDP will prepare the Village for further growth.

The Draft Municipal Development Plan provides a framework to encourage and direct growth in a way that 
maintains and promotes the identity and small-town character of Carbon, and the financial viability of the Village.



What is the proposed vision for the Village of Carbon?

The Village of Carbon is a safe, beautiful and welcoming community for residents and visitors. Carbon strives to 
be a forward-thinking and innovative Village with a bright future where businesses thrive, and residents 

experience a healthy quality of life. 

What are the goals of the Draft Municipal Development Plan?

1. To develop and maintain a growth strategy and phasing of development for the Village that promotes 
efficient land use patterns and accommodates appropriate future land uses.

2. To promote and improve existing developed areas within the Village.

3. To encourage growth that promotes a safe, livable and sustainable community.

4. To develop, preserve and enhance the physical environment within the Village.

5. To efficiently maintain and improve existing utility and transportation infrastructure, and to plan for future 
infrastructure needs to accommodate growth projections.

6. To maintain a financially sustainable and viable community.

What are the factors that need to be considered to guide growth in Carbon?

• The Natural Environment

• Provision of Community Services

• Development Constraints and Hazards (e.g. Flooding and Steep Slopes)

• Transportation and Utilities



What are the constraints to future development in Carbon?

Steep slopes, flooding and undermining all pose limitation and constraint in Carbon as shown below.



Where is growth supported by available infrastructure? 

Growth within Carbon will occur first where there are connections existing infrastructure and services, which will 
minimize financial impact on the Village. 

This map shows the existing water and sanitary lines in Carbon. 

Policy statements in Section 4.4 of 
the Draft MDP direct:

• how the condition and capacity 
of existing utilities will be 
monitored by the Village;

• how new utility infrastructure 
will be designed and 
constructed; and 

• how new utility infrastructure is 
to be paid for.



What and where are the short and long-term priority growth areas?

In addition to redevelopment and infill development in existing developed areas, new short and long-term growth 
is proposed be directed to areas as shown on this map. 

Phasing of growth is important to 
direct orderly growth at a pace 
and in a manner that can be 
integrated into the social and 
physical infrastructure, with 
consideration for long-term fiscal 
implications.

A Priority Growth Area is one that 
can be serviced with infrastructure 
in a cost-effective and logical 
manner. Growth in Carbon will be 
directed to these areas first.

Policies statements in the Draft 
MDP Section 4.6 direct how 
growth is proposed be phased.



What is the future pattern of growth in Carbon?

The plan for future residential, commercial, industrial and open spaces are shown on this map.

Policy statements in 
Sections 5 through 9 direct 
how growth and 
development will occur in:

• Residential, 

• Commercial, 

• Industrial, 

• Recreation and Open 
Space, and 

• Agricultural (Future 
Growth) lands. 



How will the residents of Carbon continue to be engaged in the future?

Good governance in land use planning and decision-making includes public engagement, communication, 
education and cooperation. 

Policy statements in Section 10 of the Draft MDP direct how the Village of Carbon will ensure civic engagement 
processes create opportunities for meaningful public engagement. 

How will the Village cooperate with Kneehill County and the region?

Policy statements in Section 10 direct the Village to interact with Kneehill County and the region in future land 
use and planning. 

How will the Draft MDP be implemented?

Policy statements in Section 11 direct how the MDP will be implemented, through the preparation of plans, 
budgets, and the processing of applications for subdivision and development.

The MDP will be reviewed and updated in another 10-year interval.

What’s next? 

Please take a survey to fill out, or send us an email, or give us a call! 


